International Rugby Comes To Tayside & Fife!

As the RBS 6 Nations comes to an end Tayside and Fife can celebrate hosting Scotland in an unbeaten run of International matches. Four matches took place in the area throughout February and March with the Scotland U20 side kicking things off with a fantastic victory (18 – 17) over the much fancied Welsh, last years runners up, in McDiarmid Park Perth. This was followed up by a tight encounter again
between the Scotland U20’s and their Italian counterparts with the Scotland boys coming good in the last few minutes of the match to seal a thrilling 14 – 10 victory on front of an ecstatic home ground at Dens Park in Dundee.

On the same night as the U20’s played in Dundee the Scotland A team where also playing Italy in Tayside & Fife. This time McDiarmid Park again played host to what turned out to be a disjointed affair between the two teams. Again Scotland had to mount a come back however unlike the U20’s the A team could not turn this into a win and instead had to settle for a 22 – 22 draw. The Italian fixtures where a big test for Tayside & Fife both being on the same night and so close together (Dundee and Perth) however the supporters rose to the challenge with over 1,000 in attendance at each game. Great support was the tale of the international series in Tayside & Fife with another great crowd of over 1,400 cheering on the U20’s as they wound up their home fixtures against the Grand Slam chasing Irish side, again at McDiarmid Park, Perth. From the outset Scotland gave the unbeaten Irish no quarter; playing controlled, attacking rugby while tactically focussing on quick ball to nullify the formidable Irish forwards. This pressure saw the Scots run in 4 trys to end the Irish Grand Slam hopes with a 35 – 20 victory.

Not only was the support at these matches brilliant but the local clubs also rallied round to support the Scotland teams by supplying mascots, Ball Boys / Girls and Guard of Honour so a thank you to Perthshire RFC, Athol RFC, Kinross RFC, Crieff and Strathearn RFC, Blairgowrie Rams and Dundee Eagles who assisted with the games.

Blairgowrie Rams form a Guard of Honour as Turo Broughton – Stewart and Atholl Davidson (Atholl RFC) lead out the Scotland U20 team to play Ireland at McDiarmid Park.
