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European Year of Volunteering 2011
Volunteer! Make a difference is the slogan for 2011 and the European Year of Volunteering (EYV).

The European Commission, the European Parliament and the Council of the European Union came together to agree the EYV as 2011 after a four year campaign by Volunteer Development Scotland and its European Partners.
There are four objectives for EYV2011:

· Work towards an enabling environment for volunteering in the EU

· Raise Awareness of the value and importance of volunteering

· Empower organisers of voluntary activities to improve the quality of voluntary activities

· Recognise voluntary activities

In Scotland the EYV2011 Scottish Alliance has been set up to develop, steer, co-ordinate and monitor the Scottish programme for the European Year of Volunteering.  There are three events coming up in 2011:
· Just Ask! campaign - Volunteers Week 1st – 7th June

· Volunteering & Learning Conference 16th June
· Volunteering Research Conference 22nd June

To celebrate EYV2011 the Voluntary Action Fund, with funding from the Scottish Government, is making available small grants to promote and celebrate the work of volunteers in Scotland. In addition, free training to help increase the skills of members, staff or volunteers will be offered to groups applying for a grant. 
The grant is open to community groups and voluntary organisations with an annual income below £250,000; however groups with an income below £100,000 will be considered a priority. 

Grants will be awarded for activities that clearly contribute to: 

· Increasing the number of people engaged in volunteering

· Increasing the diversity of volunteers especially those from disadvantaged groups

· Volunteers feeling valued and supported 

It is expected that the majority of grants made will be around £500. Grants of up to £1,000 may be awarded for exceptional projects. Applications will be considered 3 times a year and should be submitted by 15 April 2011 or 15 September 2011. 

If you want to find out more about EYV2011 you can access further information at the following web links or by emailing volunteering@scottishswimming.com :

· The EYV2011 Official Campaign Website: europa.eu/volunteering
· Volunteer Development Scotland, Scottish EYV2011 website: http://www.vds.org.uk/Volunteers/RecognitionandCelebration/EuropeanYearofVolunteering2011/tabid/441/Default.aspx 
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