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ANGUS SPORTS AWARDS WINNERS
The sporting stars of Angus were in the spotlight for the 15th annual Angus Sports Awards ceremony last night.  The Angus Sports Awards 2010 ceremony took place at the Reid Hall, Forfar and again highlighted the sporting talent and achievement that exists in Angus.

Angus Council Sports Development Team again took the opportunity to honour the commitment, achievements and dedication of individuals and teams involved in sport across Angus. Angus Ahead, the area marketing campaign set up to fly the flag for the county at home and abroad and McDonalds were associated with the  Angus Sports Awards 2010 ceremony.

Drew Christie of Auchterhouse Country Sports was named Angus Sports Personality of the Year.  Drew was one of the high performance institute support athletes who were selected to compete for Scotland at the Commonwealth Games in Delhi.  Drew competed well throughout the commonwealth games and achieved a well deserved place in the final.  He narrowly missed out on a podium position and finished in 4th place.  Drew is currently ranked Scottish number 1 and is the only man in the Great Britain Olympic Skeet team.  Drew has a variety of testimonies including coaching the St Andrews University Clay Target Shooting club to a variety of championship victories.  Drew is a true ambassador for his sport and his country and is an inspiration to youngsters aspiring to achieve their goals.  Other short listed finalists were cricketer, Matthew Parker and previous award winner Louise Helyer (Modern Pentathlon).
Clay Target Shooter Sian Bruce was named Young Sports Personality of the Year after going from a beginner in Olympic Skeet to being ranked number 1 junior lady in Britain and number 2 senior lady in just under 4 years.  Sian is also the current European Junior Champion for Olympics Skeet.  At the same championships she was part of the team who won silver and bronze team medals.  Sian Represented Scotland in the Commonwealth Shooting Federation Championships where she returned home with a silver and bronze medal.  Another highlight for the shooter was to compete abroad for the first time as a senior lady representing Great Britain.  With the continued Institute of sport support Sian hopes to maintain her status as European Junior Champion and she is in the running for competing at the 2012 Olympics in London.  This category attracted an amazing 18 nominations this year which highlights the depth of the county’s young sporting talent and the 4 other short listed finalists were Kelly Clark (Football), Joe Lipworth (Swimming), Ryan Watson (Motor Sport) and previous winner Jonny O’Mara (Tennis).    
The 1st 11 of Arbroath United Cricket Club were Scottish County Champions in 1991 and Scottish National League Division 2 Champions in 2002.  The team have continued to grow and were successful in gaining the Scottish National League Division 1 championship in 2010.  By winning the Division 1 title the 1st 11 were promoted to the Premier Division for the first time in their history.  The success of the team was achieved with a squad whose average age is 22 years old.  This is a massive testament to Arbroath United Cricket Clubs Youth policy.  In 2011 the final of the Scottish Cup will be held at the home of Arbroath United Cricket Club right here in Angus.  2010 has been capped off with them winning the Team of the Year Award.  The other short listed teams were Webster’s High School Junior Girls Football Team, Arbroath High School S4 Girls Netball Team and the Tayside Musketeers Cadet Men’s Basketball Team.
The Coach of the Year award went to Linda Sim of Angus District Netball Club who was awarded Netball Scotland’s Junior Coach of the Year in 2010.  Lynda established the Angus District Netball Club and has progressed to coach the Under 15 girls North of Scotland squad.  In 2010 she coached the Arbroath High School Under 15 Girls Netball team to Scottish Cup glory.  Lynda contributes to the development and growth of netball in Angus by running extra curricular sessions at Arbroath High School and various Primary Schools in the cluster.  Lynda is a member of the Youth and Schools commission, and has helped to develop school to club links in Angus to ensure there is a participation and competition pathway for Netball in Angus. This category attracted very high quality nominees and the other short listed finalists were Les Couper (Rugby) and Marion Durham (Swimming).
Debbie Killoh of Tayside Special Olympics won the Sports Personality of the Year for People with a Disability award. Debbie has competed at 2 National Games and 1 European game in the sport of Ten Pin Bowling.  Debbie flew the flag for Great Britain in Warsaw at the European Games and won Gold in the individual event, Silver in doubles and Bronze in the team event.  The inspirational athlete was given the added honour of being the Special Olympics Great Britain torch bearer.  Away from performing she gives her time to talk to Rurals and Rotaries about what Special Olympics means to her.  She is true sportswomen in every sense of the word and this is demonstrated through her camaraderie with athletes from other nations.  The other short listed nominees were Ian Bradford (Table Tennis) and Duncan Reid (Ten Pin Bowling).
Service to Sport award winner Charlie Lewis of Forfar Farmington Football Club has been associated with club since 1984, and no matter what the weather has attended every training session and game armed with his first aid bag and water bottles for the team!! Charlie is Vice-Chairman of the club and never misses a meeting.  He helps run a charity shop in Forfar with all the proceeds going to the club. Charlie is currently assistant manager of a 2nd Forfar Farmington ladies team who finished 3rd in the Scottish Women’s Premier League Division 2.  Charlie is a true ambassador for the club, football and volunteers.  The selection panel found this to be a very difficult decision and the other short listed nominees were Laura Smith (Special Olympics) and John Anderson (Rugby).

School sport has seen many successes in 2010 and special mention must go to Arbroath High School. Their strong approach to nurturing sporting talent won them the inaugural School Sport Award at the Sunday Mail and sportscotland Scottish Sports Awards in 2010.  Arbroath High School was presented with an award to recognise their outstanding achievements and contribution to sport during 2010.

The ceremony in association with McDonalds & Angus Ahead was hosted by Radio Tay and included GB Judo Fighter Euan Burton as guest speaker for the evening. 

Angus Council Sports Development Officer Laura Baxter said “Angus Council Sports Development Team is delighted to be recognising and rewarding all those involved in sport across Angus.  All of the award nominees and winners are proactively representing Angus and we are delighted to be highlighting the positive features that sport and physical activity can bring to Angus.  We would like to thank all those who made nominations for the awards and McDonalds and Angus Ahead who helped us stage this fantastic event.”

Angus Council Sports Development Team would also like to thank Angus Council, Liz McColgan Health Club & Physiotherapy Centre, Tayside & Fife Regional Sports Partnership, Angus Disability Sport, Merpro Ltd, Angus College, Radio Tay – Cash For Kids and RSK Sports who all sponsored different award categories.  Other event sponsors included Lang’s of St Leonard’s, Strathmore Foods and Strathmore Mineral Water Company.
